
WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

Tay-Sachs disease is a rare, inherited disorder, first identified by British ophthalnzologist Warreiz Tay in 1881 and A~ilericart 
neurologist Benzard Sachs in 1887, that causes progressive destruction of nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord due to 
insuficierzt activity of an enzyme called beta-Aexosamirtidase A; and 

the degenerative nature of the disease often remains hidden at first, but by the time synzptonzs appear, sigriificaltt darnage has 
already occurred. There is currently no treatment or cure for ~ d y  Sachs disease, and the disease is always fatal in children; and 

Tay-Sachs often affects families with no prior history. Although relatively unconznton, approxintately one in 27 Ashkenazi Jews, 
one in 50 Irish Americans and one in every 250 people overall are carriers of the disorder. I f  both parents are carriers, there is a 
25 percent chance that tlzeir child will have Tay-Sacks disease; and 

WHEREAS, a simple blood test can determine if one is a Tay-Sachs carrier, but one has to ask for it, and many people have never heard of the 
disease; and 

WHEREAS, in order to raise nzuch-needed funding for research, the Cure Tay-Sachs Formdation, which is dedicated to developirtg a 
treatment and cure, will hold their 3rd~nnual  Tay-Sachs Awareness Evertt at Blue Sky Winery in Makanda, lllittois 011 May 3: 

THEREFORE, I, Rod R. Blagojevich, Goventor of the State of Illi~zois, do hereby proclairn May 2008 as TAY-SACHS AWARENESS MONTH ill 
lllirzois to raise awareness of Tay-Sachs, and in support of the Cure Tay-Sachs Fou~tdatiorz and tlzeir valuable work. 
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